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lowed; Edward III thought of it only as a field for recruits,
and for revenue in his protracted wars; the showy and
frivolous Richard II was the one sovereign who set foot in
Ireland, from 1210 to 1394. Even his apparition proved how
immense would have been the advantages to a distracted land,
had an English monarch directly controlled the administration
of Irish affairs, and taken the government of Ireland in hand.
But, as we have said, this was denied by fortune; the very
keystone of the Medieval Monarchy, on which the edifice in
the main depended, was left out of the arch in Ireland. What
wonder then that it was weak and tottering; what wonder that,
in the greatest part of the country, the central government was
reduced to nothingness; that feudalism, lawless and all power-
ful, threw its destructive shadow over other parts; and that the
rest of the island remained the domain of the Celt ?
In the absence of the king, a long series of Viceroys,
succeeding each other at brief intervals of time, ruled, or
rather pretended to rule, Ireland. This, which constituted the
only central government, did not practically extend beyond
the Pale, except occasionally, and by fits and starts; but its
nature was such, that it did not increase the influence or the
power of the Monarchy; that it provoked injurious dissensions
and feuds; that it did not promote social or political progress.
The Viceroys were chosen from different orders of men; they
received commands from the seat of power in England,
repeatedly changing and discordant; they held different, nay
opposite views, as to the direction and management of Irish
affairs. Some, like Gaveston, put their trust chiefly in an
imposing display of 4gilitary~ force; others, like Lionel the
Duke of Clarence, aimecT^aggFandising the influence of the
Crown and giving effect to the wft"15f "its ^rmnisters, regardless
of the means, however unjust; many, chosen from the official
class of nobles, and even of plebeians rising in the state,
tried to strengthen the English settlement in tjie ^ale> to